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HE multiplying publications of this ſort is become in 

the opinion of ſome very competent judges a cenſurable 
act, It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that there is call enough 
for caution on different accounts in every ſuch undertaking. 
Yet, a peculiar concurrence of circumſtances may make it ex- 
pedient to riſk the imputation of imprudence in this view, 
when the motive is a” Hope of making ſome ſeaſonable 
impreſſions upon the minds of men, whilſt their inattention 
to duties of the higheſt importance not only endangers 
their own, but the common, ſafety. This aim, if at all al- 
lowable, muſt be more than ordinarily ſo, when they are 
forming, and increaſing, miſchiefs to themſelves and ſociety 
in the midſt of a too viſible infatuation. There is no look- 
ing on in ſuch a cafe with indifference, when we obſerve men, 
with a perverſeneſs quite unprecedented, not only countenanc- 
ing, and doing, what is moſt culpable, in defiance of order 
and authority, but, moreover, contending for the extreme 
rightneſs of the wrongeſt things ; a contention, both as to matter 
and manner, which would have been thought degrading to 


ſenatorial dignity at Athens or Rome *, | 
n What! 


* Illiberality of language, groſsneſs of invective, and the ſevereſt perſonal 
abuſe, (quite unſupported by evidence) ſuch as would be reproachful to the /owe/? 
orders of men, have of late glaringly diſtinguiſhed and ſadly diſgraced the hig. 
Surely, ſuch effuſions can in no caſe be proofs of goodneſs of heart or ability of 
head; nor do they ever indicate a good cauſe, Indeed they are inconſiſtent with it. 
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What! are we then ſo far ſunk in Licentiouſhels, and ſo lo 
fo all the gravity of decorum (for it may be unpolite to men. 
tion all ſenſe of religion) as to plead the cauſe of tumultyouſ. 
neſs in the face of legiſlature itſelf, and to take, as it were, by 
ſtorm what yet remains of ſober reaſon and ſound policy * ? Are 
riots and uproars good ſtate phyſic, or can they have a ten. 
dency to correct errours and cure diſorders in the political ſyſ 
tem? Of ALL EMPIRICISM which has ever made its boaſts in one 
way or another this ſurely 1s the vaineſt and moſt extravagant. 

It is far from being a ſecret, for the complaint 1s almoſt uni- 
verſal, that the minds of the lower ranks of people are ſuffici- 
ently poiſoned and corrupted already, and ſo ſadly warped 
from a ſtate of ſubmiſſion to authority, civil and domeſtic, 
that they are continually encroaching upon the indulgencies 
. granted to them, and are ſhockingly emulous in the ſtudy of 
extravagance and vice. Bad examples and their own paſſions 
operate far too much without any ingenious contrivances of 
wiſe men to call them to a public exhibition of daring devices. 


Great as any man's abilities are, they can never be envi- | 


able, and far leſs laudable, till brought under due controul, 
and made ſubſervient to the cementing and ſupporting, not 
the diſtracting and ſubverting, the Conſtitution. Such efforts, 
unnatural and lamentable as they may be, are, however, far 
from being chimerical. Their indications are clear enough to 
be diſcerned without the aid of glaſſes, and their engines are 
various and active; but, (happily for that liberty and its ſovereign 
protefireſs Law, both which we are willing to perſuade ourſelves 
we ſtill enjoy,) they are too boiſterous, and too ill applied to 
execute their own full purpoſe or effect our DESTRUCTION. 
Tus, however flattering the proſpect of it may be, to our ene- 
mies within or without, may till be avoided, unleſs we become 

generally 


* There can be no difficulty in applying theſe alluſions, If a recital of ſuch 
things reaches poſterity, how little muſt we appear in its eyes ? 
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generally confederate againſt ourſelves, and, by a perfidious de- 
ſertion of the beſt cauſe, ſurrender all that is moſt ſacred, dear, 
and valuable to creatures ſo intereſted, as we are, in Time and 
Eternity. | 4234 | 
At preſent there 1s, in a variety of views, quite enough 
to call, J had almoſt ſaid to compel, us into reſolutions of 
ſeriouſneſs, and activity, and UNITED ZEAL: enough to 
make us ſee and feel the excellence of RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE, 
and improve it in every inſtance of Duty both to Gop and the 
powers ordained by Him ; to which the holy Scriptures do, 
in a way moſt conſiſtent with the reaſon of man, uniformly 
and conſtantly apply it. | 
Certain it is, whatever indigeſted, utopian, notions of Ix- 
DEPENDENCE have been advanced (under the ſanction of mens 
names, who, if they could anſwer for themſelves, would diſ- 
dain the application) by modern Innovators in political refine- 
ment, that without SuBoRDINAT10N in human life, ſupported 
by a well adapted and well executed authority, which the 
ruling powers ſhould always have a COMPETENCY OF SPIRIT 
to enforce, there can be no eſtabliſhed ſocial comfort ; nor 
can ſuch an authority ſubſiſt, eyen in the beſt guarded ſtate, 
without that ſecureſt of ſanctions which ariſes from obedience 
for CONSCIENCE SAKE. 
Whatever buſtle may be made about Patriotiſm, a word 
20 not eaſy to be underſtood, from one quarter or another, 
or whatever diſputes may be engaged in under the once plau- 
ible pretext of public good, it is from ſuch an influence alone, 
tae influence of Religion upon the heart, that we are to ex- 
pect diſintereſted and ſincere Exertion in favour of the com- 
munity, preſervation to government, and a due attention to 
tne juſt limits between prerogative and privilege, however 
originating, deſcending, determined, or fixed. 
To plead for the indulgence of a licentious ſpirit in 
oppoſition to all this, and to make liberty a cloak for 
maliciouſneſs, 


6 
maliciouſneſs, is a proſtitution of talents, which peculiarly 
marks our times, and ſhews what lengths the human under- 
| ſtanding can go in gratification of its own extravagant con. 
ceits or intereſted aims, when not directed by moral perſuaſion, 
nor influenced by religious awe. But ſurely we muſt ſee the 
things which belong to and are inſeparable from our peace. 
Our crime has been not purſuing them as we ought. If we 
had, the ſtorm within being once appeaſed, the ſtorm without, 
it might reaſonably be hoped, would, far from threatening 
as it now does, have been gradually ſubſiding into a happy and 
laſting calm. To this end, inſtead of provoking and envying, 
miſrepreſenting and abuſing, inflaming and infulting, we ought 
all to join in exhorting and encouraging one another by wog 

and by EXAMPLE. 
| Had the Fear of Gop its juſt aſcendency, we ſhould ſoon be 
led not only to honour and obey the King, to pay a ſuitable 
deference and regard to them who act under Him, and to 
ſhew all good affection and fidelity to all men, according to 
their reſpective claims, but moreover to be earneſt in our en- 
deavours as well as ardent in our prayers to be“ delivered 
from all ſedition, privy conſpiracy and rebellion, from all 
« falſe doctrine, hereſy, and ſchiſm,” and, above all, from 
thoſe moſt dreadful evils, which are productive of unnumbered , 
others, HARDNESS OF HEART AND CONTEMPT OF GoDs 
© WORD AND COMMANDMENT.” I would not here be thought 
to ſuggeſt, nor do I believe it was ever intended in the words, 
that all difference of opinion in religious points ſhould be 
condemned, or that the maintainers of particular notions or 
_ tenets ſhould be had in abomination or treated with rigour, 
but only that, however agreeable it may be to our own well 
cultivated reaſon and the excellent temper of our religion 
(which is “ peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated”) to 
extend every liberal and proper indulgence to others of a diſ- 
tinct perſuaſion or communion from that which is happily 
m eſtabliſhed, 


. 
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eſtabliſned, we ſhould ourſelves be guarded and conſiſtent, 
For whilſt we a& upon this good maxim of a very valuable 
writer of our Church © never to be angry with men of other 
« ſentiments well knowing chat we differ juſt as much from 
« them as they do from us, we ſhould fo act as to be intent 
upon our own preſervation in every view. For certainly we 
owe at leaſt as much to ourſelves as to other people, and there- 
fore, whilſt we reject that zeal, which 1s neither according to 
knowledge nor charity, and conſequently not chriſtian, we ſhould 
remember at the ſame time that it is good always to be zeal- 
ouſly affected in a good thing, which, it ſhould ſeem, we muſt 
be, whilſt we labour to ſupport our own Conſtitution, eccle- 
ſiaſtical and civil, by every ſuch diſplay of attention and obe- 
dience, as the laws of the realm require, or the Law oF Gop 
injoins. ; 

What an extreme mortification is it under preſent circum- 
ſtances to ſee various artifices officiouſly invented, and greedily 
catched at, for the ſtirring up ſtrife and debate? This malevolent 
humour has gained ſuch an extenſive influence over the minds 
of men, that they ſeem emulous to turn every meaſure which 
Government adopts into matter of cenſure, no longer making, 
which always ought to be made, any allowance for imperfec- 
tions, failings, and miſtakes, where theſe do ariſe, but con- 
demning, almoſt without any diſtinction or reſerve, whatever 
1s done even with the beſt intention, or in ſubſerviency to the 
moſt deſirable ends. Hence not only the evils, which we feel, 
and lament, are aggravated, but additional ones are introduced. 
We murmur, and complain, and oppoſe, as if wars and fight- 
ings were © things lovely,” and there was a certain real feli- 
city in gratifying ſome of the very worſt paſſions incident to 
the human heart. Can a Confederacy like this, a Confederacy 
which tends to ſubvert all authority and all order, be reconciled 


to any principles of reaſon or religion ? ſurely it cannot. He 
B | who 
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who once ſaid, and ſaid it in the true ſpirit of prophecy, « x 
« came not to ſend peace, but a ſword ;” may have full credit 
in this reſpect for his intuition, as well knowing what was 
« in man,” and what turn his © luſts warring in his mem. 
« bers” were likely to take, even under ane of light 
and ſtrength hardly to be reſiſted. 

It is a painful, but too juſt, reflection, that Chriſtianity, pure 
and perfect as it is, ſhould be ſo diſtorted and perverted as to be 


made by falſe pretenders to a fellowſhip with it the inſtrument 


of variance, ill-will, and hatred: yet, into ſuch exceſſes have 
Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy and their kindred agents ſome- 
times gone. : 

Evil ſurmiſings of men of corrupt minds, when they take 
this turn, and, under an affectation of being devoted to that 
truth of which they are deſtitute, indulge a peeviſnneſs and in- 
vidiouſneſs of temper, have been known to make horrid de- 
vaſtation in this way. 


It is equally fooliſh and unjuſt to charge any one ſet of peo- 
ple under a particular name with ſuch miſconduct, or any of 
it's ſad conſequences. | The great matter 1s, to convince and 


correct them by its reverſe, to let them ſee and feel, from it's 


happy influence, what the religion of Cyz1sT really is. To talk 


againſt a ſpirit of perſecution in others perhaps at the very time 
when men are exerciſing or encouraging ſuch a ſpirit them- 
ſelves, and when glaring facts * appear in proof of ſuch dia- 


bolic influence, is inſulting the underſtanding of all perſons 


appealed to in a very extravagant way. But, to indulge this 


Humour ſo far as publicly to cenſure Authority itſelf, and to 


aim at erecting a motley Tribunal for the Trial of thoſe Supe- 
riours m whom we profeſs to place a Confidence, and with 
abundant 


* Witneſs the numerous ſufferings and barbarous treatment of the members of 


the Church of England, and eſpecially it's Clergy, in America, and a late perſe- 
Cution of the Roman Catholics in Scotland. 
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abundant reaſon, for the exertion of ſuch Authority, is a very 
unbecoming, very inconſiſtent, attempt, and can turn to no 
account but what will be eventually detrimental to the pub- 
lic welfare. 

If Toleration is fo excellent a thing as ſome, with a fulneſs 
of truth on their ſide, are fond of repreſenting it, ſurely it is 
not to be engroſſed by ſects or parties, but, for the honour of 
our common Chriſtianity, ſhould, under the Eſtabliſhment 
granting it, be extended at diſcretion, and as circumſtances 
direct. 

Authority, for there muſt be Authority ſome where, may 
relax, or tighten the reins, as its own diſcerning eye ſees fit, 
and ſuit its indulgencies, or its checks, to times and ſeaſons and 
the diſpoſitions of men, always providing for its own dignity 
and ſupport, as different exigencies require. But theſe muſt 
never be ſuppoſed to ariſe from ſuſpicions and jealouſies, and 

| ſtill leſs from crafty devices and enſnaring inſinuations. For 
in ſuch caſes, be the objects in view who they will, nothing 
ſhould be heard or admitted to their diſadvantage but what is 
true in the inſtance, and has ſuitable proof to ſupport it. Every 

man is apt to claim this as his natural right, and where peo- 
ple run counter to it, particularly in regard to religious opi- 
nions and principles, they muſt ſtand condemned by reaſon 
and conſcience, by ſcripture and Gov. 

In regard then to laws both divine and human it muſt al- 
ways be, and now is, under circumſtances equally diſtinguiſh- 
able and awakening, of the utmoſt importance to apply that 
moſt intereſting and very engaging precept of a GREATER THAN 
SOLOMON, * Be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents and harmleſs as 
% doves.” This was given in charge by our divine Legiſlator 

to the firſt miniſters of his kingdom, who were employed, un- 
der almoſt every natural diſadvantage, to reform the world. 


Would to Go, other reformers were enough ſenſible of 1t's 
B 2 | neceſſity 


er — - * * 
8 o e — — — _—_— w—_— —__ ——— rr — Aa? _ . 


mY 


neceſſity and force, and ſeriouſly ſolicitous to improve it in 
their converſation and practice! Whatever beneficial conſe. 
quence beſides might reſult from ſuch conformity to their hea. 
venly Inſtructor, they would be ſure to gain the credit of ſet. 
ting a good example, and contribute, at no expence to them. 
ſelves but that delightful one of love, to compoſe the minds of 
men, to reſtore quiet and order, and to render the more inex- 
cuſable all Bigots to malevolerice and fury, who do not concur 
in that, which ought to be &very honeſt man's wiſh, and every 
wiſe man's aim, a well concerted proviſion for eſtabliſhed, 
conſtitutional, union, by a due exertion of prudence under the 
harmonizing influence of Chriſtian Temper, 

Should the mite thus caſt into the treaſury of national affec- 
tion be in the leaſt degree conducive to ſo very deſirable an 
end, the Author will moſt ſincerely rejoice in a compliance 
with his motive to this publication, at a time when every 
man has an uncommonly earneſt call to attend his reſpective 
poſt, and to coopERATE, as he can, for the puBL1c Goop. 
For however cheering “ in ſome reſpects things might be not 
long ſince comparatively with what they had been, ſtill, from 
the formidable confederacy of our enemies at length openly 

avowed, 


The not ſeeing and gratefully confeſſing the hand of Providence in ſome late 
events, highly important in themſelves, and probably ſo in their conſequences, be- 
trays groſs darkneſs of underſtanding or a ſtrange depravity of heart, But how can 
we wonder at any thing which reſults from that philoſophy whoſe firſt princi- 
ple is ſtrikingly expreſſed and deſervedly ſtigmatized by the Pſalmiſt, “ the fool 
„ hath ſaid in his heart there is no God.“ If there is One, then directly come 
in government, providence, ordinary rule, extraordinary interpoſition, &c. &e. 
if it is denied, or not ſuppoſed, then ingenious men may introduce, from the ex- 
ceſs of their incredulity, fortune, chance, luck, or any other unmeaning term, 
till, if they chooſe to recur to a beginning, they come to a dance of atoms. To 
the ſame ſchool! we may trace ſome other miſchievous, abſurd, and 709 current 
expreſhons, not at all adapted to the hope of reaſon, certainly not to our Chriſ- 
tian perſuaſion, ſuch as, after an act of ſuicide or murder, PUTTING AN END TO 
ONE's EXISTENCE, and, for dying, BEING NO MORE, 
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avowed, and from other circumſtances, which cannot eſcape our 
notice, they are far too alarming to be reſted in with ſupine- 
neſs, or treated with indifference or preſumption. This is a 
reflection, which wants no enlargement, when nothing but. 
the moſt abandoned corruption of manners, the moſt en- 
venomed malignity of heart, or the moſt torpid remiſsneſs of 
conduct, can hinder us from joining univerſally heart and 
hand to preſerve OuRsELves by preſerving oux CounTxr; 
which 1s not to be done but by providing, through a fullneſs 
of fortitude and exertion, for the true and inſeparable dignity 
of KING AND ProE, for the protection, ſupport, and 
flouriſhing ſtate of a nation, which, when at unity in itſelf, 
has ariſen, and may yet ariſe, under Gop, its diſtinguiſhed 
Guardian, ſuperiour to the oppreſſive ſtratagems even of the 
moſt mighty foes, and diſappoint every aim, though formed 
with the utmo/? ſubrilty, to throw down banks of long conti- 
nuance and root up FOUNDATIONS, 


( . 


H Os E A, Chap. XIII. ver. 9, and part of 10. 
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IS THINE HELP! I WILL BE THY KING. WHERE IS ANY 
OTHER, WHO MAY SAVE THEE, IN ALL THY CITIES? 


\ HIS ſolemn declaration of Gop's attachment to a 
diſobedient People contains matter of the moſt in- 
tereſting reflection to ourſelves at this day. For, 


however peculiar their caſe may be, as to that divine govern- 


ment, under the influence of which their wonderful changes 
were conducted, and all the great aims and ends of a moſt 
diſtinguiſhed providence diſpoſed and accompliſhed, no nation 
upon earth can be exempt from his dominion, whoſe © king- 
* dom ruleth over all.” Here then is a Call upon our atten- 


tion, which, when we think of ſuch a ſupremacy of power, 


and look either to the bleſſings we have received, or the cala- 
mities we have experienced, can hardly fail to awaken us 
from a ſtate of ſupineneſs, and make us earneſtly exert our- 
ſelves in trying to engage Go on our ſide, without whoſe 
favorable ſupport, vain muſt be the help of man.---Our alarm 
is not a common one, nor has it been ſudden, but gradual, and 
awfully progreſſive. War is at all times, and in every view of 
it, a moſt uncomfortable viſitation ; but, under ſome circum- 


| ſtances, it is complicatedly painful, and exhibits a ſcene of 
diſtreſs, which, whilſt it affects, overwhelms, the heart. Such 
events, where Reaſon is not in a torpid ſtate, will lead it to 


diſcern connections between natural and moral evil, to ſearch 
| out 
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ISRAEL, THOU HAST DESTROYED THYSELF; BUT IN ME 
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out the probable cauſes of effects ſo ſtriking, to obſerve Sin, 
(as from the firſt it has done) producing miſery, to ſee the 
Rod and Him who appoints it. True indeed it is, that we 
muſt not preſume too ſuddenly nor too poſitively to determine 
by appearances upon the diſpenſations of Gop, leſt we ſhould: 
fall into raſh and uncharitable cenſures, and upbraid without 
authority Perſons, whoſe ſufferings we may ſee, but of whoſe, 
real demerits we are not qualified to judge : yet, in particular 
inſtances, which are recorded for our admonition and example, 
and are as ſuch declared to be penal inflictions for popular 
wickedneſs, we may well make the application to ourſelves, 
and bring it home with all that concern which is neceſſary to 
a correction of our errours and an amendment of our lives. 
What an advantage 1s it to us, who live in a diſtant day, upon 
«* whom the ends of the world are come,” to look back to 
remote ages, and be informed of the Falls of countries and 
kingdoms and empires; to ſee the hand of Gop in all this, 
and in what manner His interpoſitions have by different kinds 
of agency taken place, as a virtuous ſobriety and religious de- 
portment preſerved, or debauchery and a proſtitution of prin- 
ciple (“' ill-dealing“ as Solomon expreſſes it) © overthrew the 
* thrones of the mighty ?” 

All Hiſtory is, indeed, an appeal to the underſtanding and 
the heart, 1s a directory for the conduct of poſterity, and may 
ſerve as a mirrour, which, from the viſible fate of others, re- 
flects their own, as they abuſe or improve the Protection and 
favour and bleſſing of Go. 

The accuſation, which lies againſt Ga) in the text; is, 
* Thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ;” and then follows this ſtrik- 
ing repreſentation of the divine mercy, but in Me is thine 
* help.” Which conſolation has additional force given to it 
by this condeſcending aſſurance, I will be thy King:“ and. 
it is made ſtill more affecting by the expoſtulation which fol- 


lows, _ 
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lows, © where is any other who may ſave thee in all thy 
„ee F | 

Some enlargement upon theſe pantene will give occaſion 
to a variety of reflections very applicable to our own caſe and 
condition, and ſuch as we muſt ſee the neceſſity of 1 improving 
to our own Benefit, if we have at heart (agreeably to the aim 
and end of this ſolemnity) the recovery of our national cha. 
racter, the reformation of our manners, the preſervation of 
our property, liberty, and laws, and, above all, the protection 
and ſecurity of that pure Religion, from which we derive ſo 
much temporal comfort, and through n we hope for ever. 
laſting glory. 

The deſtruction ” alluded to, as vedvicht upon Iſrael by 
| themſelves, is ſuch as reſulted from an oppoſition in ſome way 
or other, or perhaps in different ways, to the known will and 
authority of Gop. Their © backſlidings” were many, and the 
great characteriſtic of their temper and manners is, that they 
** ſtarted aſide like a broken bow.” Idolatry was their worf, 
and, however ſeverely condemned, their common crime ; but 
far from being their only one. For, though their obligations 
were peculiar to keep his ſtatutes and obſerve his laws; yet 
they ſacrificed gratitude to obſtinacy, and continually rebelled 
againſt Him, who was moſt eminently and miraculouſly their 
GoD. 

Interpreters differ in conjecture ie what they are here 

accuſed of was the more capital offence juſt mentioned, or diſ- 
obedience in a general view; whether it was their worſhipping 
gods falſly ſo called, or affecting a reliance upon earthly kings 
and merely earthly inſtruments of protection, whilſt they 
treated with diſregard His government, and rejected with diſ- 
dain their moſt -wonderfully diſtinguiſhed King, THE KING oF 
Heaven. In both theſe views, and, indeed, in every view of 
their. wickedneſs, expoſtulations and remonſtrances, threaten- 
ings 


ings and perfutifions; every MG urgent pes both. of juſtice 
and Metcy, were addreſſes to their underſtandings, in order to 
give them” ty of repentance, and bring them back to 
a juſt confidence in the Rock of their Salvation. God, with 
ll the tenderneſs of att affectionate Father, expreſſes. conti- 
nually; and upon this oV very remarkably, his defire of 
their return to allegiance, and duty, and right practice, and, 

in order te an end o very intereſting to themſelves; encourages 
obedience by an aſfurance tlie moôſt animating, and which 
could not but lead them inſtuntiy to recollect his manifold 
acts of power ard goodtiefs exerted for their defiverance and 
protection. In Me is thine Help.” To creatures capable 
of reflection, and who well knew the great things which had 
been repeatedly done for them, what an aſtoniſhing Turn of 
loving kindheſs was tliis, and eſpecially when AFR by that 
plain and moſt affecting declaration and reaſoning upon the 
caſe which follows it, © Iwill be thy King: I will ſtill take 
upon me thy" government and' ſuperintend all thy concerns, ſo 
inte for thy ſuppor ati ſo teſcuing and preſerving Thee 
under every moſt perilous circataſlince of diſtreſs, as no other 
Being, however willing and however able to ſuccour thee; can, 
« for where is any other who may fave thee in all thy cities ?” 
What one itiftrurnent of falvation ix to be depended upon as 
equal to an effectual deliverance from the ſnares, and diffi- 
culties, and troubles, into which thy fins and tlie perverſeneſs 
of thy ways have brought thee? There can be moſt indiſpu- 
tably none. Make trial of them all and be convinced. Con- 
viction will compel thee to atkn edge, that, if He, with 
whom are counfel and underſtandling, wifdom and ſtrehgrh, 
who fitter upom the cirels'of the earth which Himſelf Hath 
formed, at whoſe rept6vf the pillirs of heaven tremble 1355 


AF who'tumeth: wiſe men backward ant! maketh their 
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lows, © where is any other who may ſave thee in all thy 
cities?“ | 

Some enlargement upon theſe particulars will give occaſion 
to a variety of reflections very applicable to our own caſe and 
condition, and ſuch as we muſt ſee the neceſſity of improving 
to our own Benefit, if we have at heart (agreeably to the aim 
and end of this ſolemnity) the recovery of our national cha. 
racter, the reformation of our manners, the preſervation of 
our property, liberty, and laws, and, above all, the protection 
and ſecurity of that pure Religion, from which we derive ſo 
much temporal comfort, and through which we hope for ever. 
laſting glory. 
The «© deſtruction” alluded to, as bought upon Iſrael by 
themſelves, is ſuch as reſulted from an oppoſition in ſome way 
or other, or perhaps in different ways, to the known will and 
authority of Gop. Their © backſlidings” were many, and the 
great characteriſtic of their temper and manners 1s, that they 
e ſtarted aſide like a broken bow.” Idolatry was their 2507, 
and, however ſeverely condemned, their common crime ; but 
far from being their only one. For, though their obligations 
were peculiar to keep his ſtatutes and obſerve his laws; yet 
they ſacrificed gratitude to obſtinacy, and continually rebelled 
againſt Him, who was moſt eminently and miraculouſly their 
GOD. 
Interpreters differ in conjecture le what they are here 
accuſed of was the more capital offence juſt mentioned, or diſ- 
obedience in a general view; whether it was their worſhipping 
gods falſly ſo called, or affecting a reliance upon earthly kings 
and merely earthly inſtruments of protection, whilſt they 
treated with diſregard His government, and rejected with diſ- 
dain their moſt- wonderfully diſtinguiſhed King, TE KING or 
HEAVEN. In both theſe views, and, indeed, in every view of 
their wickedneſs, expoſtulations and remonſtrances, threaten- 
ings 


ings and perſuafions, every moſt urgent appeal both of Juſtice 
and Mercy, were addreſſed to their underſtandings, in order to 
give them opportunity of repentance, and bring them back to 
a juſt confidence in the Rock of their Salvation. Gop, with 
all the tenderneſs of an affectionate Father, expreſſes conti- 
nually, and upon this occaſion very remarkably, his deſire of 
their return to allegiance, and duty, and right practice, and, 
in order to an end ſo very intereſting to themſelves, encourages 
obedience by an aſſurance the moſt animating, and which 
could not but lead them inſtantly to recollect his manifold 
acts of power and goodneſs exerted for their deliverance and 
protection. In Me is thine Help.” To creatures capable 
of reflection, and who well knew the great things which had 
been repeatedly done for them, what an aſtonifhing Turn of 
loving kindneſs was this, and eſpecially when enforced by that 
plain and moſt affecting declaration and reaſoning upon the 
caſe which follows it, Iwill be thy King:“ I will ſtill take 
upon me thy government and ſuperintend all thy concerns, ſo 
interpoſing for thy ſupport, and ſo reſcuing and preſerving Thee 
under every moſt perilous circumſtance of diſtreſs, as no other 
Being, however willing and however able to ſuccour thee; can, 
« for where is any other who may ſave thee in all thy cities ?” 
What one inſtrument of falvation is to be depended upon as 
equal to an effectual deliverance from the ſnares, and diffi- 
culties, and troubles, into which thy ſins and the perverſeneſs 
of thy ways have brought thee? There can be moſt indiſpu- 
tably none. Make trial of them all and be convinced. Con- 
viction will compel thee to acknowledge, that, if He, with 
whom are cone and underſtanding, wiſdom and ſtrength, 


who ſittetk upon the circle of the earth which Himſelf hath 
formed, at whoſe reproof the pillars of heaven tremble and are 
aſtoniſhed, who turneth wiſe men backward and maketh their 
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knowledge fooliſh, if He does not give e to his people, 
and afford them ſuccour in their diſtreſs, bleſs them with his 


counſel, and by his ſecret workings make their endeavours 


ſucceſsful, the trifling efforts of mere human ability will be to 
no purpoſe at all, nor can, after their utmoſt exertion, come to 
a profitable end. If Gop be not for thee, who can 12 ſave thee 
“in all thy cities? 

All mankind have 1 enough to apply this diftindian to 
their own caſe and circumſtances, ſo. far as they are enabled to 


make it. But clouds and darkneſs are ſtill too powerfully. pre- 


valent over many to let them diſcern. the things which thus 
belong to their peace. That people, to whom the appeal in 


the Text lies, were in this reſpect ſingularly happy, and we 


are ourſelves ſtill more ſo. For, if they had light to guide 


them to a diſcovery of their almighty Guardian and Deliverer, 


and knew, as they clearly did, upon a negle& of His ſupre- 


macy, and the violation of their duty, in what manner, to ap- 
proach his majeſty and implore reconciliation, what abundant 


inſtruction and what comfortable encouragement have we, 
when ſenſible of our revolt and alarmed at our. ingratitude, 
and the fad conſequences to which it leads, when we think 
how much we have done to deſtroy ourſelves,” to recollect, 
and to improve the recollection, that in Gon 1 is our Help, that 
He continues to be our King, and. that without Him there, is 

no hope, no dependence, none to fave us in all our cities. 
Here then let us impartially and earneſtly reflect upon our 
own caſe in a NATIONAL VEEW, and, ſuppoſing Go to addreſs 
himſelf to us as he did to Iſrael, (which we may in ſome re- 
ſpects with too good reaſon, and in all. with juſt authority, 
ſuppoſe;) conſider hom far we are open to ſuch an accuſation, 
as being acceſſary to our own deſtruction, againſt, whom we 
have by ſuch miſconduct offended, and what are its more par- 
s ticular 
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ticular aggravations, how we are to aim at regaining his fa- 
vour, and protection, and bleſſing, and with what reſolution 
we ſhould embark and , perſiſt in an undertaking fo eſſentially 
neceſſary to our. comfort and ſecun ity ſocial and re. tem- 
poral and eternal. 

Complaints of the ee of mankind; and of the bad- 
neſs of the times in which they lived, have been in all ages 
popular topics, and generally too juſt. Happy would it be for 
us, could our own plead the privilege of exemption by a 
religious improvement of the numerous bleſſings which are 
granted to us for our enjoyment. But, alas, if we make dili- 
gent ſearch into this matter, very unpleaſant truths will ob- 
trude themſelves upon us, cenſure will find too ample ground 
for exertion, and the tribunal of reaſon will be crouded with 
delinquents, whoſe offences are too glaring to admit of doubt 
or extenuation. To. diſſemble under circumſtances fo ſe- 
riouſly preſſing and awakening, would be to add the worſt 
of inſults to other abounding provocations. To ſay that we 
have no ſins, to ſay that we have not many, to ſay that theſe 
many are not now committed with an air of effrontery and 
triumph, with a very diſtinguiſhable contempt for authority 
human and divine, would be to contradict facts, which, are 
moſt notoriouſly-obvious, and which muſt, where the voice of 
Reaſon and the influence of Religion are not quite ſilenced and 
ſtifled, ſadly ſhock and diſtreſs the contemplative mind. 
Accuſation in this way, more eſpecially when it relates to 
ourſelves, is very unpalatable work; +: but it is better it ſhould 
thus lie, and be put cloſe to every one's, own heart (as it muſt 
be if it ſerves to any good purpaſe) en that we ſhould go on 
to deceive ourſelves, to mock, Gop, to contribute to ſocial diſ- 
trefs and deſtruction, and to fix our own ruin, probably tem- 


poral, certainly eternal. For the one, as we ſee, 1 is the common 
c 2 . effect 
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effect of ertrüvugunte and debauchery, and the other 4 1s the 
declared end of impenitence. What then, upon this view of 
things, is our caſe nationally conſidered? Have we, or have we 
not, under the beſt eſtabliſnment of the pureſt religion upon 
earth, been determined by its precepts and commands, by its 
arguments and motives, by its promiſes and threatenings to 
every valuable work? Have we been acting ſuch a part as be- 
comes accountable creatures and the heirs of immortality, or 
have we not? Has a life ſuitable to its main principles and our 

beſt hopes and expectations been our aim and endeavour, or 
have we given way to diſſolute manners, and ſo both within 
and without been contributing to miſchiefs, the bounds of 
which we can neither deſcribe nor know ? The poiſon of cor- 
ruption is very infinuating, and of a quickly pervading in- 


fluence, and when once numbers embolden one another to 


perpetrate wickedneſs, whether it be in © high” or low 
places, and, ſtill more, when there is an emulation to do 
ſo in Born, the conſequences to Society muſt be dreadful, and 


it is no other than a reaſonable perſuaſion that the vengeance 


of Gop fo provoked muſt, however otherwiſe forbearing, be 
armed againſt ſuch unnatural profligacy and abuſe. Shall 1 
« not viſit for theſe things, faith the LORD? Shall not my 
« ſoul be avenged of ſuch a nation as this?? 

It is a juſt reflection, happy would it be for the world, if it 
was a common and earneſt one, that every man's offences, every 
man's unguarded and wicked words and actions, every ſlight 
and ſcornful neglect of Religion and its duties, every affecta- 
tion (upon the moſt idle perhaps of pretences and prejudices) 
of breaking in upon its peace and order, every irregularity of 
every kind, reaches beyond himſelf, by communicating ſoon 
gathers ſtren gth, excites a diſtaſte for e gives birth 
to 
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to diſcontent and ſeditien, and ſo introduces confuſion and 
evil works. 

It is a painful acknowledgement to mh (but I know not 
how we can avoid it) that this is our caſe. From-a quickly 
ſpreading profligacy of manners, we have run into a contempt 
for Government both of Gop and man. A truth moſt fadly 
evidenced in almoſt all relations of life, whereever Authority - 

attempts to interpoſe. Under circumſtances fo favourable to 
its cultivation [Infidelity will put forth its branches, and it is 
the more likely to do ſo, when foſtered by religious errours- 

and deluſions ſo encouraged, ignorantly or ſtudiouſly, as to 

ſap the foundations of righteouſneſs, and make the command- 
ment of Gop of none effect. A phariſaic abuſe of Reaſon and 
Scripture thus acting in aid of its old ally opens a wide door 
to libertiniſm and anarehy; and it is no wonder that, when 
Religion is rejected or perverted, the wheels of human govern- 
ment ſhould be clogged, or that rebellion ſhould riſe ſuperiour 
to controul. Such is the very opportunity for an ill founded 
ambition, for envy, revenge, and malice-to be confederate and 
give life to dark deſigns; the joint effects of which are too 
well known and too ſeverely felt. But it neither becomes me- 
nor this place to enter into points ſo offenſive. There is too 
much already to convince us what the miſchievous tendency 
is of a prevailing diſſoluteneſs in the manners of a people, 
how it leads to the decay of public ſpirit, and adminiſters to 
the deſtructive purpoſes of Faction both in a civil and rel 
gious view. 

If we want a warning to check our ad and to prevent 
our proceeding yet farther to deſtroy ourſelves,” we have it 
in theſe ſtriking words of our Redeem and Judge; © every 
« kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought to deſolation.” 
Here is an authority which cannot be controverted, for it is 

at 
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at once the voice of Reaſon and the voice of Gon. Out own 


annals no longer ago than the laſt century verify this ſacred af. 
ſurance, and the impreſſion ariſing from an'admonition thus di. 


vinely given, ſhould arm us with a fullneſs of reſolution againſt 
all the enchantments of luxury and vice, againſt every ſeduc. 


tion, under, every plauſi ble diſguiſe, which tends to alienate our 


affection from juſt Government and true Religion. For, de. 
pend upon it, we do, by ſeconding ſuch meaſures, and counte- 
nancing ſuch pretences, conſpire againſt ourſelves, ; inſomuch 
that, ſooner or later, theſe evil inſtruments, if not counter- 
acted, will leave us to lament, Pete rretrievably, our own 
deſtruction. _ "TT 

The lengths we have alr eady gone are ac too great; * 
of us are become bold in iniquity, declare their fin like Sodom, 
diſcover openly an avowed contempt for Gop and his Curisr, 
pollute ſtatedly his Sabbath, turn their backs upon' his wor- 
{hip, fit looſe, and no wonder, to his other precepts and laws, 


encourage: their offspring to follow them, and ſo prepare for 


making the riſing generation, as far as may be, worſe than thus, 
For what is to be expected, where there is a want of example, 
a want of attention to moral and fpiritual culture and educa- 
tion, a want (to ſpeak in two words) of © natural affe&tion?” 
Nothing but the blindeſt partiality can diſpute the exceſſi veneſs 
of ſuch degeneracy; and there is no one inſtance, in which it 


is at this day more ſhockingly apparent, than in a neglect thus 


tending to ſocial as well as private miſchief, to the apdoing 


of body and foul. 


Is it not time then that we recolle& ourſelves, that we think 
againſt whom we thus offend, that we work up our. hearts 
into a ſettled ſtate ofifforrow, that we cry aloud for mercy to 
the Gop of Heaven, that we go on with the good work, (good 


if we are ſincere) and ſo improve it in retirement as to pro- 
duce 


1 

duce a repentance not to be repented of, not ſuch a repentance 
as will vaniſh like the morning cloud, but ſuch as will make 
us inſtruments of public bleſſing, and ſecure to us through his 
merits an entrance into the Joy of our Lox D? Surely, when 
we commune each with our own heart, look into the very 
corrupt ſtate, of the world about us, conſider what part we 
have taken in contributing to ſuch an heavy load of fin; and; 
moreover, recollect the Greatneſs, Majeſty, - and Goodneſs of 
Gop manifeſted to - ourſelves in almoſt every poſſible act of 
bleſſing, our ſpirit. muſt be ſtirred in us, and we cannot but 
be earneſt to make our peace with Him, who is able to ſave 
and to deſtroy, and of whoſe diſpoſition to mercy we expreſs 
our perſuaſion by the penitential devotions of this day. 

To be reconciled to Gop is indeed at all times the moſt im- 
portant concern of mankind, and it is therefore the great aim 
of the Goſpel and its miniſtry that they ſhould be ſo, becauſe 
it is through:Cur1sT the indiſpenſible mean of ſal vation. But, 
under circumſtances like our own, when we are bewailing pub- 
lic as well as perſonal tranſgreſſion, motives ariſe to determine 
and quicken us in this work, which preſs with accumulated 
influence, and muſt'in a manner compel us to unite in reſolu- 
tions of obedience to our heavenly King. Upon this depends 
our hope of temporal deliverance and protection, and without 
this it will be extreme preſumption to look to another werld,. 
or to think of 1 its immunities and enjoyments. 

Whatever ſteps we have taken hitherto, or whatever paths 
we have gone in any view to * deſtroy ourſelves,” ſtill, Gop 
be praiſed, we are not yet in a DESPAIRING ſtate, though in an 
ALARMING one. Our Religion, our Property, our Liberty, our 
Laws are moſt wonderfully preſerved, and, whatever attacks, 
or bad deſigns, or dangerous artifices may have been formed 
againſt them, are guarded and protected under a gracious pro- 
vidence by means which 1 it concerns us, if we pray for the 
peace, 


peace, and are devoted to the proſperity, of our country; not 
counteract and diſappoint, but harmoniouſly and vigorouſiy f 
ſupport by an honeſt and conſiſtent application of our be 
powers. We muſt fee what, and what ſort of, enemies wate 
to take advantage of our diviſions and diſtractions, and there i 
Ar THIS VERY JUNCTURE, as loud a Call to national unanimit 
as at any preceding period ever could be. Such an unanimit) 
founded in, and aided by, an unfeigned regard for Religion, f 
the great inſtrument of recovery, to which we muſt look, an 
for which we ought all moſt induſtriouſly to provide, if we ar 
true to Ourſelves, to our GT! to our 1 to the wen 
© of our Gop.” 

Diſobedience to Him, and an abuſe of His Laws; muſt, E 
its natural conſequences, be pernicious, and will, if we perſiſt 
be by his own judicial appointment finally deſtructive. But 
if we ſee to our own ſecurity temporal and eternal by a ſpeedy | 
and effectual return to Him, in whom is our Help; if ud 
come to Him as the Rock of our Salvation, not formally and 
for a day, but ſincerely and laſtingly, ſo as to anſwer all the 
great purpoſes both of intereſt and duty, then may we encou- 
rage upon juſt grounds a cheerful expe&ation, that impending 
clouds will be diſperſed, that good will follow evil, that light 
will riſe out of darkneſs, that the Goſpel of Cuzisr, inſtead 
of being taken from us, will be preſerved to us in it's purity. i 
Then may we believe that our Redemption draweth nigh, that 
He, who can ſtill the madneſs of the people, as well as the 
raging of the ſea, will reſtrain violence; reſtore order, conciliate 
affection; that inſtruments of different kinds and degrees will 
cooperate for the healing of the nation, that the mountains 
(to ſpeak in a ſtrong eaſtern figure) will bring peace, and the 
little hills righteouſneſs to the people, that Gop, even our own 
Gop, will give us His BLEss1NG. | 
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